WSU Sustainability & the Environment Committee

Meeting Minutes

DATE, TIME, & LOCATION:
Friday, November 7th, 2008 2:10-3:10pm, French Ad 442

IN ATTENDANCE:
Dwight Hagihara, Ev Davis, Rich Heath, Terry Baxter-Potter, 



Emily Rude, Rachel Saikaly, Leif Moon-Nielson, Melissa Stuart, 



Chad Kruger and Kathy Kok

1.  Call to Order – Dwight Hagihara Committee Interim Administrator
2.  Introductions were made.  Several Faculty members were unable to attend as they were traveling.
3.  October 3rd Minutes were approved.
4. WSU Sustainability Website Discussion ~ www.sustainability.wsu.edu
Kathy Kok will help the committee manage the WSU sustainability website.  She requested that people send in information and pictures showing WSU’s sustainability efforts, programs and events.

Increased coordination and visibility for WSU faculty, staff and student sustainability efforts are the major goals for the website.  

The routine process for posting items is to e-mail requests to both Dwight Hagihara and Kathy Kok.  Dwight and Kathy will review them for inclusion on the Sustainability Website and if possible will bring them to the committee for approval.  

Kathy will also add sustainability as a topic on the A-Z University Index as well as a periodic feature on the main WSU Webpages.   

 Ev Davis proposed that updated energy and water conservation information be added to the website.  He also suggested that a conservation program in which Avista could possibly partner with WSU should be pursued.  Dwight Hagihara offered that two of his students were working on a Green Living Guide this semester.  He asked who Ev would suggest that they work with at Facilities Operations to include energy and water conservation in their guide. Ev suggested Terry Ryan for energy conservation and Rob Corcoran for water conservation.
The committee went through the websites in the agenda.

· Green Groove ~ http://www.greengroove.org requested that the committee consider making a link to their website. It was decided that Green Groove was not a WSU Sustainability program or directly related to WSU’s sustainability program and would not be posted. Dwight offered to reply to them and let them know of the committee’s decision. 

·  Faculty 

· http://www.cereo.wsu.edu/
· http://www.campusecology.wsu.edu/
Rich requested that Rod Sayler come and present his sustainability endeavors as well as George Mount. These will be future agenda items. 

·  Students  
· http://www.cereo.wsu.edu/pathway/organizations.html
Students suggested that:

WSU sustainability events could also be included on Face Book.
A link to Student Involvement & Leadership is also needed.   

·   Staff 
· http://facops.wsu.edu/Recycling/rec_recycling.htm
· http://facops.wsu.edu/Compost/compost_home.htm
· http://facops.wsu.edu/energygroup.asp
· http://www.ehs.wsu.edu/EMS/EMSHome.html
Terry Baxter-Potter requested that a link to the US Green Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) be included on the WSU Sustainability Website since WSU has and will  continue to build LEED certified buildings. He will give Kathy link information as well as pictures of WSU LEED buildings. 
Kathy will take the suggestions made in today’s meeting, include them in the Sustainability and Environment website and e-mail them to the committee members.  She will also attend the next meeting to receive feedback and new suggestions.
5. Proposal to change WSU Sustainability Initiative – Executive Policy # 24 
· http://www.wsu.edu/~forms/HTML/EPM/EP24_WSU_Sustainability_Initiative.htm
The committee approved changes to the sections of EP # 24.  
Dwight will send a copy of the proposed changes to the committee. See Attached Revised EP 24.

6. Climate Commitment Update – 
· http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/html/commitment.php
The climate commitment that President Floyd signed requires that a greenhouse gas inventory be completed by December 15, 2008.  Students will present a progress report on the WSU Pullman Greenhouse Gas Inventory at the December 5th meeting. 

President Floyd also included the regional campuses in the President’s Climate Commitment. It was requested that Chad contact the regional campuses to see if they were planning on completing the entire climate commitment requirements including greenhouse gas inventory individually.

The committee agreed to read the Implementation Guide before the next meeting to discuss whether it is realistic for WSU to meet all of the requirements by the scheduled deadlines.  
  http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/pdf/ACUPCC_IG_Final.pdf
The committee will look at their areas of influence and interest and contrast the current sustainability programs to the President’s Climate Commitment requirements.  The next requirement is a climate action plan due September 2009 for WSU. 

7. Open Discussion 

A  Green Fund has 2000 signatures and will be on the ASWSU election ballot in March for a voluntary $5.00 donation per semester at registration to help fund WSU sustainability projects.  The first semester will bring in approximately $10,000 but no committee has been formed to oversee what projects will be funded.

8. January Meeting Date ~ January 2, 2009?
Due to the holidays, it was proposed that the January’s Sustainability & Environment Meeting be Friday, January 16, 2009. The final decision will be made in the December 5th 2:10 pm meeting to whether to skip or change January meeting.


